
 

OCTOBER 7, 2016 

City Manager’s Update

COMMITTEE STUDYING SHORT-TERM ONLINE HOME RENTALS TO MEET OCT. 26 
 

The Ad Hoc Committee on Online Home Sharing Economy met Oct. 3 to make 
preliminary recommendations. The committee will finalize its recommendations 
at the Oct. 26 meeting, and then present them to the City Council on Nov. 1. The 
council is scheduled to hold a public hearing and vote on the recommendations at 
its Nov. 15 meeting.  

 
 

CITY COUNCIL WORKSHOP CANCELLED 
 
The Oct. 11 workshop meeting of the Virginia Beach City 
Council has been cancelled. Four briefings were scheduled. 
One on short-term online home rentals has been postponed to 
Nov. 1. One on resort parking will be re-scheduled to a date to 
be determined. Two briefings on financial results for FY2016 
and a Human Services audit will be heard on Oct. 18. 

 
VIRGINIA TASK FORCE 2  DEPLOYS 
 
Forty-five Virginia Beach firefighters deployed 
Thursday with the Virginia Beach-based Urban 
Search and Rescue team known as Virginia Task 
Force 2 to assist with relief operations for victims of 
Hurricane Matthew in Florida.  Although the 
Virginia Beach Fire Department is the sponsoring 
agency for VA-TF2, the 88 team members called up 
for this deployment come from fire departments throughout Hampton Roads and Virginia. The 
task force also includes engineers, medical professionals, logistics and communications experts, 
K-9 handlers and other disciplines that are needed to conduct large-scale search and rescue 
operations. 

VA-TF2 has conducted search and rescue operations in the aftermath of numerous hurricanes.  
Most recently, the team conducted search and 
rescue operations in South Carolina after 
Hurricane Joaquin caused record flooding and 
widespread destruction in 2015. 
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CHESTWOOD DRIVE: Crews with the Virginia Department of 
Transportation (VDOT) reopened Chestwood Drive this week. The 
temporary closure lasted for nearly four weeks as crews installed 

storm drains and utilities in preparation for the new roadway on Holland Road.  
  
As construction moves along the corridor from Dam Neck Road to Nimmo Parkway, traffic 
shifts will occur as sections of temporary and new pavement are completed. Lane closures, when 
necessary, will only occur during off-peak hours, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  Crews will work Monday 
through Friday from 7 a.m. until 4 p.m., weather conditions permitting. The reduced 35 mph 
speed limit remains in effect throughout the work zone.  Access to adjacent neighborhoods and 
businesses will remain throughout the life of the project. To learn more, please visit 
http://www.virginiadot.org/hollandroad.  
 
The Holland Road Connection Project has been underway since the spring of 2015 and is 
scheduled for completion in October 2017. The project spans 2.5 miles and will increase road 
capacity from the existing two-lane road to a new four-lane divided roadway connecting Dam 
Neck Road to Nimmo Parkway.  
 

 

VIRGINIA BEACH RECOGNIZED AS NATIONAL VETERANS DAY 
REGIONAL SITE FOR EIGHTH YEAR 
 
Virginia Beach was recently notified by Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs Robert McDonald that for the eighth 
year in a row, the City of Virginia Beach was selected 
as a designated regional site for the observance of 
Veterans Day by the Department of Veterans Affairs' 
Veterans Day National Committee. Virginia Beach was 
one of 57 designated sites nationwide. 
 
Each year, the Veterans Day National Committee 
reviews submissions from across the nation that 
represent fitting tributes to America's heroes. This is the eighth year that Virginia Beach applied 
on behalf of the Hampton Roads Council of Veterans Organizations, which has hosted the annual 
Veterans Day parade and ceremony, on behalf of Southside Hampton Roads since 1970. 
 
This year's parade, co-sponsored by La Societe Des 40 Hommes Et 8 Chevaux (40 and 8), will 
be held Friday, Nov. 11, starting at 9 a.m., along Atlantic Avenue beginning at 16th Street and 
ending in front of the Tidewater Veterans Memorial. A formal ceremony that includes military, 
federal, state and local dignitaries will be held following the parade at 11 a.m. at the Tidewater 
Veterans Memorial, located on 19th Street across from the Virginia Beach Convention Center. 
Immediately following the ceremony, a luncheon honoring Veterans is held at the Doubletree 
Hotel. 

A W A R D S  &  R E C O G N I T I O N  
 

C I T Y  I M P R O V E M E N T S / C L O S U R E S  
 

http://www.virginiadot.org/hollandroad
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L to R: Executive Officer CAPT  Chad P. Vincelette; Erin Sutton; 
Commanding Officer Capt. Richard J. Meadows; Cookie Ketchum and  
Jay Cotthaus, VBCPS Transportation 
 

NAS OCEANA RECOGNIZES CITY STAFF FOR OUTSTANDING SUPPORT 
OF 2016 NAS OCEANA AIR SHOW 
 
Earlier this week the director of NAS Oceana’s Air Show, Richard “Corky” Erie, recognized 
Erin Sutton, deputy emergency management 
coordinator, and Cookie Ketchum, 
community emergency response team 
coordinator, for their outstanding support of 
this year’s air show. Each received the Golden 
Glove Award. It is given annually to air show 
committee members who have exhibited 
superior individual performance on the team.  
 
Erin coordinated and managed city staff  
provided support for the air show that 
including members from Police, Fire, 
Emergency Medical Services, Office of 
Emergency Management, Communications 
Office, Emergency Communications and Citizens Services, Public Works and Resort 
Management. Cookie provided and managed volunteers for the pre-air show training exercise as 
well as the air show.  
 
This year’s air show hosted more than 242,000 visitors to the base over the three-day event. We 
are thankful for the great relationship and partnership we have with NAS Oceana and we are 
very proud of Erin, Cookie and all staff members who were such an integral part in the success 
of the air show.  
 
 

YELP REVIEWS AND COSMOPOLITAN MAGAZINE SAY VIRGINIA BEACH 
HAS BEST COFFEE IN STATE 
 
Cosmopolitan magazine has declared the best coffee shop in every state 
for 2016 and has named Three Ships Coffee Roasters (607 19th St.) as 
the best in Virginia. Coffee shops were chosen by Yelp reviews. Not 
only does Cosmo have a readership of more than 7,683,000 unique 
visitors per month, the article was shared across their social channels, 
which have a combined following of 9,824,898. Read the full article at 
www.cosmopolitan.com.  
 
 

 

N E W  &  N O T E W O R T H Y  
 

http://www.cosmopolitan.com/lifestyle/g3385199/best-coffee-shops-america/?slide=46
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CITY’S PROPERTY SEARCH TOOL SITE HAD MORE THAN 8,000 VISITS 
IN ITS FIRST MONTH  
 
Since it went live on Sept. 8, the Virginia Beach Property Search tool has seen a lot of activity.  
As of this week, there have been: 

• more than 8,000 unique visitors to the site, with over half of those being new visitors  
• more than 12,000 user sessions, with an average session lasting 6 minutes 
• over 84,200 page views during this first month 

 
The Property Search tool provides 
information on all 159,000-plus 
properties throughout Virginia Beach. 
Users can access real estate data 
quickly and easily for every residential, 
commercial, agricultural and tax-
exempt property in the city via the web 
or the mobile app. The average user 
session on the City website, 
VBgov.com, typically lasts a little over 

2 minutes, so this traffic data from the Property Search tool indicates that users are actively 
navigating the site and searching out property information.  
 
Data also shows that the tool is being accessed from a variety of devices:  

• 70% from a desktop computer 
• 20% from a mobile phone 
• 10% from a tablet  

 
Among those using the mobile application, there have been:  

• 695 users 
• more than 1,400 sessions, with an average session lasting 6 minutes 
• over 15,100 screen views 
• 67% are iOS users 
• 33% are Android users 

 
If you haven’t already done so, please check out the Property Search tool at 
www.vbgov.com/property-search. 

 
EXAMPLES OF TRIPADVISOR REVIEWS FOR THE WEEK OF SEPT. 26  
 
The Convention and Visitors Bureau tracks visitor comments on a 
variety of websites. Here are some from last week: 
 
“Beautiful beach, pet friendly anywhere after Labor Day”  
***** 
Clean beach. Very nice. After Labor Day you can take your dog at  
 

http://www.vbgov.com/property-search
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any location on the beach. Lots of parking available 
at very reasonable prices.  
Visited September 2016 
 
“Yearly trip” ***** 
This is one the cleanest beaches on the east coast, and 
it free to boot! Warm water not crowded, great time 
as always.  
Visited September 2016 
 
“Clean, well maintain strand” **** 
Beach was nice, and well maintained with easy 
access from boardwalk. Cleaning crews came 
through every morning to remove trash and ocean 
debris. Only disappointment was lack of seashells. 

Beautiful sunrise views. Also, saw dolphins, airplane carriers, freight carriers, fishing trawlers, 
and sailboats.  
Visited September 2016 
 
 “Great place to relax” **** 
Virginia Beach is few hours’ drive DC and offers something for everybody. It is well suited for 
people who cannot take a weeklong vacation to Florida or Caribbean. It has a long stretch of 
sand to sit and relax after a swim. It has a concrete boardwalk and a pier with plenty of fishing 
going on. However, nearby hotels are fewer and pricey compared to Florida or South Carolina. 
Restaurants are few as well compared to major beaches in mid atlantic.  
Visited September 2016 
 
 “Virginia Beach” ***** 
Virginia Beach as a whole is a unique place to 
visit. It is very clean with almost no empty 
storefronts to speak of. The people are 
friendly, but the place has enough of an air of 
privacy that you only find that out if you want 
to. It is commercialized enough to have plenty 
to do no matter the weather without being 
overdone to the point of being too busy or 
crowded. Great for families or couples.  
Visited September 2016 
 
“Nice” ***** 
Enjoyable, not crowded beach. Kids loved the 
crabs and playing with the crabs. We will 
return again, this was our 4th visit.  
Visited September 2016 
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• HOUSING RESOURCE CENTER GROUND BREAKING CEREMONY: A groundbreaking ceremony will 

be held Thursday, Oct. 13 at 3 p.m. for the new Housing Resource Center to be built at 104 
N. Witchduck Road near Southern Boulevard. The $30 million center will include efficiency 
apartments, family and single shelters, supportive services, a health clinic and other 
community resources in one facility, making it the first of its kind in the region.  
 

• 16TH ANNUAL HARVEST FAIR & CRAFT SHOW OCT. 15: Join the Virginia Beach Farmers Market 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. for crafts, carnival rides, live music, children’s activities, pumpkins 
and more! This annual fall tradition brings together gardeners, artisans, food and music in the 
crisp fall air at the sprawling Virginia Beach Farmers Market located at the corner of Dam 
Neck Road and Princess Anne Road.  

 
• SISTER CITIES GALA:  Five high school students from Virginia Beach are competing for the 

honor to represent the Sister Cities Association of Virginia Beach as Youth Ambassador. 
Final judging and awards will take place Saturday, 
Oct. 15 at the Princess Anne Country Club, 3800 
Pacific Ave. Tickets are $20 and available by 
contacting Ruth Fraser at rsfraser@vbgov.com or 
757-385-4303. Beach Ford is sponsoring the event 
and scholarships. 

 
• FILFEST – OCT. 21 & 22:  Come experience Filipino American culture, food and entertainment at 

the 2nd Annual FilFest. The two-day celebration will be held during Filipino American 
History Month on Friday, Oct. 21, from 6 to 10 p.m., and Saturday, Oct. 22, from noon to 10 
p.m. at Virginia Beach Town Center. The free family-friendly event will feature traditional 
cuisine, cultural performances, dance, music, and celebrity guest appearances. 

 
• BALÉ FOLCLÓRICO DA BAHIA AT THE SANDER CENTER:  Balé Folclórico da Bahia, a repertory 

based on "Bahian" folkloric dances of African origin, is coming to the Sandler Center for the 
Performing Arts on Wednesday, Jan. 18, 2017.  Tickets are on sale at the Sandler Center box 
office or www.ynottix.com. Contact: Sandler Center, (757) 385-2787. 
 

• MOMIX AT THE SANDLER CENTER: MOMIX, the whimsical hybrid of contemporary dance, 
circus and multimedia visual spectacle, returns to the Sandler Center for the Performing Arts 
with Opus Cactus on Wednesday, March 8, 2017.Tickets are on sale at the Sandler Center 
box office or www.ynottix.com. Contact: Sandler Center, (757) 385-2787. 

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  
 

https://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/housing-neighborhood-preservation/homelessness/Pages/housing-resource-center.aspx
https://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/agriculture/farmers-market/Documents/20161015%20AG%20FM%20Harvest%20Fair%20Flyer.pdf
http://vbsca.org/
mailto:rsfraser@vbgov.com
http://www.beachstreetusa.com/fil-fest
http://www.ynottix.com/
http://www.ynottix.com/
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♦ September 30, 2016 - Copy of a letter to Virginia Secretary of Transportation Aubrey 
Lane regarding support for Hampton Roads Transit FY 17-18 Smart Scale Applications 
for Virginia Beach Transit Extension Project Feeder Buses. 

  
♦ October 2016 – Copy of Virginia Town & City magazine that includes articles about 

Virginia Beach. 
  
♦ October 5, 2016 – Copy of a News Release from US Army Corps of Engineers regarding 

the closure of North Landing Bridge to vehicle traffic from Oct. 11 to 14 for repairs. 
  
♦ Virginia Beach Television (VBTV) Program Schedule | Oct. 9 through Oct. 15. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A T T A C H M E N T S  
 

 
THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 

 
“There is little chance that meteorologists  

can solve the mysteries of weather  
until they gain an understanding of the mutual 

attraction of rain and weekends.” 
  

                                     ~ Arnot Sheppard 
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